IO4              Madame de StdeL

made Catherine the Great pensive: Women
without talent for conversation or literature
have ordinarily more talent for shirking their
duties; and nations without enlightenment
know not how to be free, but often change
masters."

She insists that politics could become a
science; but her good sense warns her at once
against the " atrocious absurdities" of the
charlatanry of formulae and social algebra.
"Though calculation be never so precise,"
she says, " if it is not in accordance with mo-
rality, it is false." "Morality is the nature of
things in the intellectual order." Virtue pro-
ceeds from enthusiasm; analysis kills it. Ma-
dame de Stael declares that the romance will
become more impassioned, and will take its
ideas still more from observation of the world.
She believes that comedy will" abandon the
ridiculous in order to attack vice and unmask
the cynic, the brazen, the "charlatans of vice,
the scorners of principle, the mockers at the
soul;" comedy will snatch away their mask
of pretended proficiency, and will show them
crouching at the feet of true power. Madame
de Stael thus pre-announces her own romances,
and predicts a theatre which will not prevail
until much later.

She  seeks in a groping way for the roads cheap. It costs her no
